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A LETTER FROM
THE PRESIDENT

Dear Friends of ScholarLeaders International,

| admit it. | didn’t register the words “theological lead-
ers” thefirsttime | read the ScholarLeaders Internation-
al mission statement (see left). My eyes just skimmed
over the text, without my frontal lobe processing that a
theological leader is more than a theologian.

The theological leader takes different forms:

" The seminary professor whose executive talents
propel them to the top of their institution;

= The theologian whose prophetic voice cuts
through the stupefying hum of cultural accommo-
dation to evil;

= The academic whose entrepreneurial gifting gen-
erates theologically driven, missional initiatives.

Behind the anodyne logos of many a theological
school there stands a person, a theological leader,
whose passion for the Gospel funnels extraordinary
talent into Kingdom work that elevates God's name.
ScholarLeaders International exists to serve the global
Church through that sort of theological leader.

Dr. Valentin Siniy is one such leader (pictured with
family on back cover). 19 years ago, Valentin was an
ordained Baptist minister pastoring a church in south-
ern Ukraine, when the opportunity arose to train other
pastors at Tavriski Christian Institute (TCI) in Kherson.
His giftings carried him quickly from the classroom to
the president’s chair. Despite the formidable respon-
sibilities of being TCl's senior executive—or perhaps
because of them—in 2014 Valentin undertook doctoral
studies focused on governance in theological educa-
tion (a matter of existential importance in his office!).
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At that point, ScholarLeaders offered him a doctoral
scholarship through our LeaderStudies program and
thus supported his continued rise as a theological
leader.

Like many theological leaders in the Majority World,
Valentin never had the luxury of immersing himself ex-
clusively in doctoral research. While he was still doing
his PhD, TCI needed his vision and guidance: to edu-
cate pastors, to establish financial sustainability, and
to support the Church in Islam-dominated Central Asia,
where TCI has robust connections. So, Valentin kept
teaching. He championed TCl's translation and pub-
lication work for the Ukrainian church. He helped TCI
diversify income streams by building greenhouses and
renting out their campus facilities for retreats. And he
spearheaded theological training at satellite campus-
es in Kyrgyzstan, sending faculty to teach in-person
and offering online education to pastors ministering in
a nation that is 90% Muslim.

Doubling down on Valetin’s inspiring leadership, Schol-
arLeaders continued to back him in his executive role,
supporting TCl’s strategic planning through our Vital
SustainAbility Initiative. Furthermore, when COVID hit,
ScholarLeaders provided financial support to TCI. De-
spite the pandemic’s pressures, in 2021, Valentin suc-
cessfully defended his doctoral dissertation at Drago-
manov National Pedagogical University. Then, as the
pandemic eased, the next blow fell: Russia invaded
Ukraine. In a matter of weeks, TCl's campus was occu-
pied. The faculty was driven out of the city; the campus
became a Russian military barracks.

Lesser leaders would have broken. But Dr. Siniy’s te-
nacity went into overdrive. He led the faculty to a re-
mote location and pivoted to begin to save the lives
of his countrymen. Supported by the ScholarLeaders
Ukrainian Relief Fund, Valentin led the TCI team to res-
cue victims of the war. Putting their own lives at risk,
they drove TCI vans into “hot zones” to evacuate over
1,000 refugees. Between March and August, they fed

over 64,000 people and contributed to the distribution
of thousands of Bibles among refugees.

Even amid the war, TCI's faculty has not lost their theo-
logical focus or prophetic voice. Valentin and a fist-
ful of Ukrainian leaders co-authored the declaration,
“Voices from the Ruins” (the English version of which
ScholarLeaders highlighted in our joint declaration on
the war). Without waiting for a Russian retreat, TCl has
resumed online courses, with nearly 50 students en-
rolled this fall. Valentin is now a key player in reestab-
lishing wartime and postwar theological education in
Ukraine, in partnership with our newest program, the
Catalytic Venture — Church and Society.

In this report, you will read about our diverse pro-
grams: LeaderStudies, the Vital SustainAbility Initia-
tive, InSights, and Catalytic Ventures on Islam, Women
in Theological Leadership, and Church & Society. Each
program is inspiring. But they are all tools to equip
theological leaders like Dr. Valentin Siniy.

Thank you for your partnership in the ministry of Schol-
arLeaders International, for supporting theological
leaders for the global Church.

Dr. Christopher M. Hays
President
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LEADERSTUDIES

By Evelyn Reynolds

ported 55 scholars from 30 nations for study at
32 institutions. We also celebrated 8 scholars
who completed their PhDs and now serve in
Cambodia, China, Malaysia, Malawi, Guatemala, Rus-
sia, India, and Benin. We are so thankful for how these
scholars have overcome hurdles — including personal
tragedies, fallout from the COVID-19 pandemic, war,
and economic pressures — to complete their degrees
and pursue Christian ministry.

F rom September 2021 to August 2022, we sup-

Among these graduates is Dr. Eva Wong from Malaysia
(pictured on opposite page). In Spring 2022, she earned
her PhD from the Oxford Center for Mission Studies
in the U.K. Now, she is a full-time faculty member and
the Spiritual Formation Director at the Bible College of
Malaysia, which is the school for the Assemblies of
God in Malaysia. Her dissertation tells the story of how
the Assemblies of God in Malaysia, in which she is an
ordained pastor, has grown over the past sixty years.
So it is appropriate that the Executive Committee of
the Assemblies of God has invited Eva to be part of a
new commission to help Malaysian believers respond
to current issues. On this commission, Eva will compile
resources that will train Christians to apply the Gospel
in their communities.

Eva's warm, pastoral heart informs her work. As she
emphasized in a recent video, “Christians are God'’s

children. Christians belong to God.” Therefore, Chris-
tians have a “responsibility to have a Trinitarian un-
derstanding of God” that grounds us in the truth. By
serving on this commission, Eva will use the wisdom
from her studies of the church’s past to help shape
the church’s ministry today. She is the epitome of the
theological leader as she responds to the needs of her
context — in this case, the need for the Assemblies of
God church to mature in distinctively Malaysian ways.

While we rejoice with those like Eva who have graduat-
ed, we continue to enhance LeaderStudies. In addition
to the affinity group for Christian scholars of Islam be-
gun in August 2021, in August 2022, we launched two
affinity groups (divided by region) for women in theo-
logical leadership. Women often face unique challeng-
es in theological education that can hinder their prog-
ress, so these groups will help rising women scholars
counsel one another. Thanks to Zoom, we have also
offered opportunities for all scholars in the program
to fellowship together. Roughly one-third of the group
participated in the March 2022 call, which featured Dr.
Sofia Quintanilla (Guatemala) speaking on maintaining
one’s relationship with God during the PhD. Through
these opportunities, we encourage rising theological
leaders to continue to mature intellectually and spir-
itually so that they will be well-equipped for their vo-
cations. W

Read our most recent Global Essay “Why Are Social Enterprises Key to Fulfilling Jesus’s Mission?”

by Edmond Vanderpuye by visiting our website: scholarleaders.org/category/global-insights/
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VITAL
SUSTAINABILITY
INITIATIVE

By Emmanuel Bellon

sustainability has never been more important
than in the past year, as theological leaders
== have grappled with post-pandemic challenges.

Most Majority World theological institutions and
churches were unprepared for the COVID pandemic.
The immediate response to the pandemic was to tran-
sition to online learning, but at that time, many insti-
tutions had not developed adequate online platforms
to serve students. Notably, institutions that had been
through VSI and developed strategic initiatives for
technology-enabled education were better prepared
and dealt more confidently with online learning chal-
lenges. These institutions include Asian Theological
Seminary (the Philippines), Arab Baptist Theological
Seminary (Lebanon), Colombo Theological Seminary
(Sri Lanka), and Nigerian Baptist Theological Seminary
(Nigeria).

D eveloping strategies to ensure institutional

This past year, we worked with 11 theological leaders
and their institutions in Nigeria, Guatemala, Indonesia,
and Malaysia to clarify mission and prepare strate-
gies for long-term sustainability. In Nigeria, Dr. Sunday
Ag re3|dent of Jos ECWA Theological Seminary

he school's mission and identified

online platforms to serve students scattered across
the country. (We supported Sunday for his PhD stud-
ies with a LeaderStudies scholarship.) In the wake of
COVID, Sunday led his team to prepare faculty develop-
ment plans that emphasize acquiring online teaching
skills. JETS has identified strategic initiatives to add
digital library resources, reposition physical facilities,
and provide technical support for students’ holistic
formation online. Sunday reiterated, “We are fully com-
mitted to VSI because we believe in its vision, mission,
and core values. As a scholar of ScholarLeaders Inter-
national, author, and administrative leader, | am pro-
foundly proud of all God is doing through the Scholar-
Leaders team and alumni across the globe.”

Schools’ demand for VSI outstrips our ability to re-
spond. To meet some of these demands, we are work-
ing with Dr. David Tarus (also a LeaderStudies scholar)
and Dr. Theresa Roco-Lua from the Association for
Christian Theological Education in Africa (ACTEA) and
Asia Theological Association (ATA) to develop plans
to strengthen their overall ministries. Thanks to these
plans, their organizations will be able to contribute to
VSl in their respective regions.

The Scholar: The 2022 Annual Report for ScholarLeaders International




CATALYTIC VENTURE-ISLAM

producing an online curriculum on Islam and
Christian-Muslim relations featuring Christian
= experts from the Middle East, North Africa,

and Ghana who offer a biblical understanding
of Islam for seminaries in the region. Presented
in Arabic and English, the curriculum will enable
seminaries to prepare pastors, teachers, and oth-
er ministry leaders. 72 lectures have been record-
ed and subtitled. Work is now underway on edit-
ing these videos so that they can be uploaded to
Moodle with syllabi, readings, and sample quizzes.

T his year, ScholarLeaders has concentrated on

By Wageeh Mikhail

To supplement the curriculum, we are compiling a
book with 15 articles on Islam by Christian theologians
who work and live among Muslims in the Middle East,
Africa, and Asia. It considers history, theology, and
contemporary issues, including apologetics, politics,
and religious freedom. This project is foundational for
equipping seminaries to carry out their mission. By No-
vember 2022, all 15 articles will have been received.
Conversations with American and Arab publishers are
underway.

In addition, ScholarLeaders is conducting a feasibility
study to evaluate the potential of a network to connect
Majority World Christian-Muslim study centers and
scholars. We are considering whether such a network
can include centers in the Middle East, Africa, and
Asia, and to what extent it would benefit members of
both faiths. Right now, we are conducting field visits
to get to know centers’ and scholars’ needs and ca-
pacities for collaboration. So far, we have visited loca-
tions in Lebanon, Jordan, Ghana, Egypt, and Kenya. If
established, the network will contribute to mutual un-
derstanding, peace, and human flourishing.
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CHURCH &
SOCIETY

By Evan Hunter

asked in the peaceful confines of a seminary
classroom, the question can remain theoreti-
=== cal and distant. But the same question takes
on new, visceral meaning when an invading army
brings destruction, causes national suffering, and re-
sults in church members, friends, and family members
dying on the battlefield and in the senseless shelling
of apartment buildings, shopping malls, schools, and
hospitals.

H ow does the church respond to war? When

For Ukrainian Christians, war has raised questions nev-
er experienced in peacetime. Six years ago, during a VSI
engagement, Dr. Ivan Rusyn and his team at Ukrainian
Evangelical Theological Seminary (UETS) identified the
need to develop a concept of citizenship for Ukraine,
because Ukraine was continuing to grapple with its
historical identity even decades after the U.S.S.R's col-
lapse. UETS's questions examined the intersection of

church and society; how personal faith in Jesus Christ
impacts public life; and how devotion to Christ and al-
legiance to country can inform one another.

When the full-scale Russian invasion began in February
2022, it intensified questions about identity. Suddenly,
the intersection of faith and society included questions
of how to respond to atrocity, innocent death, and ex-
traordinary human need. UETS'’s van transported food
and medical supplies and helped evacuate the vulnera-
ble. Their dining hall, which still bears the scars of bul-
lets and shrapnel from the war’s initial phase, contin-
ues to feed hundreds daily. Ivan is asked to pray over
troops heading to battle and to console those whose
fathers, husbands, and sons will never return. The war
is changing everyone in Ukraine.

In response to so much trauma, Ivan says, “We are all
wounded.” As a resident of Bucha, he knows the evil
of this war firsthand. But he also sees the hand of God
at work. As a pastor, theologian, and school leader, he
knows that the church will play a vital role in Ukraine’s
rebuilding. Questions of citizenship remain. Questions
related to trauma, resilience, and reconciliation have
become more acute.

Over the next two years, ScholarLeaders will join theo-
logical leaders like lvan to help the Ukrainian church
engage society. They will lead the reconstruction of
theological education in Ukraine and bring Biblical
guidance to the church as it seeks to shine hope in the
midst of darkness. W
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UKRAINIAN RELIEF
FUND

By Evan Hunter

cal turn when Russia invaded Ukraine on Feb-
ruary 24. The invasion cut short a planned set
== of VSI meetings with schools from Eastern
Europe. Within a matter of days, our seminary part-
ners in Ukraine shifted from their callings in theolog-
ical education to mobilize, coordinate, and execute on
the ground relief. For nearly eight months, they have
provided food, supplies, shelter, and evacuation assis-
tance to those suddenly displaced by the war. They
also provided prayer, distributed Bibles, and shared the
hope that is deeply rooted in Christ Jesus.

O ur work in 2022 took an unexpected but criti-

Through the generosity of many donors, SL has mo-
bilized more than $800,000 in funds for relief work
and rebuilding theological education in Ukraine. We
work closely with Overseas Council in this region, and
their donors contributed another $800,000 to the relief
work. Coordinated by Taras Dyatlik, ten seminary hubs
worked cooperatively to ensure efficient and effective
use of these funds. The attacks have killed thousands
of civilians, devastated multiple cities, and displaced
more than 15 million Ukrainians (more than 37% of the
population).

As of August 31, 2022, the seminary hubs:

= Distributed 2,623 tons of food and supplies

= Fed more than 290,600 people

= Evacuated nearly 10,000 people from “hard zones”
that lack safe passage

= Provided short-term housing to nearly 40,000
refugees

= Continue to house 670 refugees for long-term care
(down from 1,000 in earlier days of the war)

= Mobilized an average of 270 volunteers each month

= Distributed more than 75,000 Bibles, New Testa-
ments, and children’s Bibles

In addition to their relief work, these seminary leaders
and professors hosted several online forums to dis-
cuss the theological implications of the war, captured
in the Ukrainian Voices articles in the /nSights Journal.
They also published a Ukrainian Journal with the theme
“God among the Ruins.” In August, SL joined more than
a dozen leaders to begin plans for the seminaries to
return to their first callings of equipping leaders for the
church and rebuild where the war has disrupted theo-
logical education. SL will join them in this work over
the next two years as part of our newest program area,
Church & Society. W

\

INSIGHTSE: Journal

for Global Theological Education

VOLUME 7, NUMBER 2 JUNE 2022

Vmces from
Ukrame;._ %

Our summer edition of the /nSights Journal featured “Voices
from Ukraine.”
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By Christopher M. Hays

ship Foundation (CISF) was reeling from the
nation’s last recession, a new president was ap-
== pointed: Larry Smith. A man of indomitable en-
ergy, Larry steered the organization through a dramatic
turn around. During his first year, Larry launched four
new initiatives and rebranded CISF as ScholarLeaders
International, reflecting his vision that the organization
would become much more than a scholarship-making
body.

I n 2010, as the Christian International Scholar-

In Larry’s dozen years at the helm of ScholarLeaders
(without a salary!), he led the organization to ever-high-
er levels, more than tripling the budget and quadru-
pling the staff. Larry transformed ScholarLeaders by
asking the right questions about what happens with
the scholars we support after they graduate with their
PhDs. Recognizing that many of the brilliant minds the
organization funded ended up as the presidents of
theological schools, Larry captained the Vital Sustain-
Ability Initiative, helping dozens of schools to clarify
their unique missions and execute those missions sus-
tainably and effectively.

LARRY’S LEGACY

Larry’s vision continued to expand beyond the hori-
zons of theological education. Responding to needs
identified through the Vital SustainAbility Initiative, he
led ScholarLeaders to engage other religions, estab-
lishing the Catalytic Venture — Islam. Burdened by the
marginalization of women in the Church and acade-
my, he pushed for the Catalytic Venture — Women in
Theological Leadership. And his passion for public
theology paved the way for our newest program area,
Church & Society.

This spring, when Larry passed me the baton (pictured
above), he handed over leadership of a dramatical-
ly different organization than the one he inherited in
2010: a dynamic ministry with a firm foundation and
an appetite for innovation. As our team trims the sails
for the next leg of our journey, we continue towards
the horizon on which Larry set our sights, thankful for
the tight ship he built and for the wind of the Spirit at
our backs.
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY 2022

INCOME

Individuals
Churches
Foundations

New & Released Restrictions
Transfers from Legacy Funds*
In-Kind Contributions**
Employee Retention Credit

Interest

TOTAL INCOME

EXPENDITURE

OPERATING SURPLUS

NET CURRENT ASSETS (YEAR-END)
Unrestricted Assets

Legacy Funds

Restricted Assets

FUTURE COMMITMENTS: LeaderStudies***

Programs

Strategy & Administration
Advancement
TOTAL EXPENDITURE

SELECTED RATIOS

*
**

Income verses Prior Year

Program % Total Expenditure

Unrestricted & Legacy Assets %
LeaderStudies Commitments

FY2022
799,773
71,260
2,388,775
(790,407)
85,759
86,084
95,567
5,494
$2,742,305

2,145,888
194,365
143,240

$2,483,493

$258,812
2,879,659
984,247
711,028
1,184,384
$1,642,000
+57%

86%

103%

FY2021
433,756
56,260
690,000
307,445
82,657
177,750

222
$1,748,101

1,436,688
126,887
139,296

$1,702,871

$45,230
1,918,219
725,435
798,807
393,977
$1,770,000
-11%

84%

86%

Legacy Funds are amortized on a fixed schedule, between 5-20 years, according to the donor intent.
In-kind contributions are the previous president’s compensation.

**% Approximate total for leaders pursuing advanced education. These typically require an investment of 2-5 years.

Audited results.

Fiscal year ends August 31.
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STAFF & BOARD

STAFF

Christopher Hays, DPhil (President) Linda Prinn (1989)

Emmanuel Bellon, PhD (Vice President) Anthony Ré (2018)

Evan Hunter, PhD (Vice President) Marshall Reavis (2005)

Lynn Simons (Vice President) Marleen & Bruce* Rognlien (2001)
Wageeh Mikhail, PhD Marylee & Grayson* Sanders (1994)
Evelyn Reynolds, PhD Meritt & Steve* Sawyer (2017)

Linzay Rinquest, PhD Scot Sellers (1985)

Shyan Xiong Sharon & Dennis* Sheehan, MD (1992)
Marcos Orison de Almeida, PhD Victoria & Larry* Smith, President Emeritus (1996)
Bonnie Lin Debbie & David* West (2017)

Daniel DeWitt, PhD Mike Woodruff (1994)

Amos Yong, PhD (2018)
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Tite Tiénou*, PhD, Chair (2004) DIRECTORS EMERITI
John Azumah, PhD (2012) Mark Conroe

David Baer*, PhD (2017) Walt Liefeld, PhD

Bruce Baker, PhD (1997) Doug McConnell, PhD
Nina Balmaceda, PhD (2022) Paul Pierson, PhD

Dan Boyce* (2012) Brian Prinn (RIP)

Clair* & David Fung, MD (2004)

Barry Glaser (2018) FOUNDERS

Scott Gifford (2022) Tom Cooper, PhD
Matthew Heynen* (2014) Steve Hayner, PhD (RIP)
John Lovewell (1995) Mark Labberton, PhD
Matt Mascioli* (2019)

Beth Paul, PharmD, & Doug Paul, PharmD, PhD (2009) *Member of the Executive Committee
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