
 
 

 

ScholarLeaders COVID-19 Relief Fund 

 

Seminaries are the Church’s “wells of salvation” (Isaiah 12:3), groups of people into whom God has 
poured His gifts to guide and comfort His Church in crisis. They are also Jesus’s hands and feet, helping 
COVID-19 refugees, the poor, and the elderly.  

Yet the pandemic endangers seminaries and those who serve at them. These schools operate with slim 
cash reserves. Sudden lockdowns have hit them hard. Students are stranded and must be fed and 
housed. Many schools are not prepared to teach online, and some students cannot learn online, so 
tuition revenue has dried up. Donations, both local and international, are constrained by economic 
conditions. Guest houses do not have paying residents. Faculty cannot be paid but still need to feed 
their children. And it all happened overnight. Otherwise viable seminaries are in an immediate, 
hopefully short-term crisis.  

This initiative is a cooperation between ScholarLeaders, Overseas Council (OC), OC Australia, OC New 
Zealand, and reSource International. We are sharing information, coordinating relief efforts, and sending 
100% of contributions directly to those impacted. 

You can join us to encourage and enable Christian theological leaders from the Majority World for the 
Global Church by giving to meet these financial needs.  

 

 
 

Frontline: Food & Shelter 

Seminaries associated with our 
Vital SustainAbility Initiative are 
housing students trapped by 
national lockdowns. University 
Divitia Gratiae in Moldova is 
housing 2 American counselors 
and 120 students – including an 
Uzbek couple that just had a 
baby. UDG had fed students 10 
times a week; now, 21 meals a 
week. UDG has slashed staff 
salaries (see below), but 15 staff 
continue to serve these refugees. South Asia Institute for Advanced Christian Studies is providing meals 
to families in neighboring slums. Day laborers cannot work during India’s lockdown, and food prices 
have skyrocketed, leaving many facing starvation.  

 

Examples  

University Divitia Gratiae, Moldova $14,200 

Shalom Bible Seminary; Oriental Theological 
Seminary; South Asian Institute of Advanced Christian 
Studies; Evangelical Theological Seminary, India 

$23,000 

Arab Baptist Theological Seminary, Lebanon 
 

$14,000 



 

ScholarLeaders is a 501(c)3 not-for-profit ministry. You can donate on our website: www.scholarleaders.org/give. 
Or you can mail a check to: ScholarLeaders International; 27850 Irma Lee Circle, Suite 101; Lake Forest, IL 60045. 

Distance Learning 

Seminaries must suddenly move 
all classes online – a serious 
problem because most people do 
not own the necessary 
technology. Evangelical 
Theological Seminary of Cairo had 
to pay to improve internet access 
for faculty and students. Mekane Yesus Seminary in Ethiopia needs laptops because its faculty do not 
own laptops, but the government requires them to teach online.  

Staff Salaries 

Most seminaries only have a few 
weeks of financial reserves and are 
dependent on tuition and third-
stream revenue. Now, churches 
are closed. Because most do not 
have systems for online giving, 
churches are not receiving tithes, and students who depend on that giving cannot pay tuition. Seminary 
income from guest houses or tourism has vanished. Thus, staff have seen massive salary cuts or are 
simply not being paid. This is the situation at Nigerian Baptist Theological Seminary and across Eastern 
Europe, where seminaries have enacted 50% pay cuts just to keep the lights on – even as faculty pour 
themselves into transitioning coursework online and answer ballooning pleas for pastoral counseling. 

 

 

 

 

Individual Scholar Care 

Some LeaderStudies students living in the West have school-aged children and have lost access to 
subsidized meals. Sofanit Abebe from Ethiopia is earning her PhD at Edinburgh. With schools closed, her 
children must learn from home and no longer receive food at school.  

Other LeaderStudies students have lost work-study jobs or other avenues of supplemental support. 
Matthias Gergan from India, studying at Asbury Theological Seminary, was married last year. Because his 
wife could not obtain a visa, she remains in India. Matthias helped to support her through a work-study 
job on Asbury’s campus that has now been shuttered. 

Examples  

Evangelical Theological Seminary of Cairo, Egypt $14,000 

Mekane Yesus Seminary, Ethiopia $10,000 

Servant of Christ, Brazil $6,000 

Examples  

Nigerian Baptist Theological Seminary, Nigeria $10,000 

Tavriski Christian Institute, Ukraine $10,000 

Colombo Theological Seminary, Sri Lanka $13,000 

TOTAL LeaderStudies NEED: $10,000 – $20,000 

TOTAL VSI CLIENT SCHOOL NEED: $54,000 – $122,000 

http://www.scholarleaders.org/give

